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A Celebration of ARSP Peace
Service on June 16, 2021 p. 02

We congratulate our project
partner Selfhelp Community to
its 85th birthday. p. 02

Former volunteer Paula Wötzel,
now a student of Public and
Nonprofit Management looks
back at her year as a volunteer at
the Marlene Meyerson Jewish
Community Center in Manhattan,
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CHAIR'S CORNER

DRAWING FROM EXPERIENCE
by Sarah Heim
I am honored to serve as the new Chair of the Board of the American
Friends of ARSP. Special thanks and recognition to my predecessor
Rachel Falkove, who served in this role for the past decade and continues
to support ARSP through her Board work.

CONTINUED TO P. 02

My involvement with ARSP began in 2007, when I spent a year volunteering
as a researcher and tour guide at the Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial
Site in Germany. My job gave me the opportunity to connect with young
people and engage them in deep conversations about the Holocaust and
how we can apply lessons from the past to problems we face today. I also
had the honor of working with several survivors, who generously spent their
retirements bearing witness to the horrors they experienced during the
Holocaust, while also fighting anti-semitism and other forms of
discrimination in today’s society.
On a personal level, I feel deeply connected with ARSP's mission of
fostering intercultural communication and learning from our past. As an
international volunteer in Germany, I was often confronted with the term
"Vergangenheitsbewältigung," which roughly translates to "the struggle to
overcome or grapple with the past." ARSP's work pushes volunteers to think
critically about past wrongs while also focusing on ways to build a more
peaceful and just world in the present. It emphasizes the importance of
interpersonal relationships and dialogue to promote understanding across
cultures and generations. And it empowers young people to identify and
fight injustices in their own communities.
After my year of service, I returned to the States, completed my education,
and eventually moved to Brooklyn, NY. I always felt connected with ARSP’s
work and mission, so I was thrilled when asked to join the Board. For several
years, I helped to mentor young German volunteers who were working with
project partners in New York City. Although I recently relocated to
Vermont, I hope to remain engaged with the volunteers and find new ways
to support ARSP’s work.
In the coming years, I look forward to working with our Program Director
and the Board to strengthen ARSP's work in the United States. The Board is
actively discussing ways in which we can lend additional support to our
project partners, volunteers, and host families. I encourage other Board
members, project partners, former volunteers, and anyone interested in
becoming more involved with ARSP to reach out to me with any questions
or ideas you'd like to share.

Please donate to maintain the program and support our peace work!
Let’s make this world a better place. Yours,

Lothar Kreyssig's Call for Peace
We ask the peoples who suffered violence at our hands to allow
us to perform a good deed in their countries with our hands and
resources, to errect a village, a settlement, a hospital, or
whatever they request, as a sign of atonement. We ask ... to
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20 YEARS OF
SUCCESSFUL
PARTNERSHIP
by Monika Moyrer, US
Program Director

The sun is shining and spring
brightens our endeavors. Despite
the lack of volunteers this past
year, my colleague and I in the
ARSP office have not stood still.
The preparations for the reception
of the new generation of
volunteers are in full swing. The
board has met and is working on
planning events that bring together
project partners, host families,
sponsors and alumni to celebrate
our accomplishments and set the
stage for the coming years.
We congratulate Selfhelp Community
Services on its 85th anniversary. We
celebrate 20 years of project
partnerships with the Marlene
Meyerson Jewish Community Center
in Manhattan and Interreligious
Task Force for Latin America (IRTF)
in Cleveland. We are grateful that
ARSP volunteers have been able to
learn through encounters, to grow,
and develop as human beings. At
ARSP, we strongly subscribe to our
responsibility as Germans to
continue an empathic process of
remembrance and embrace our
peace service with Jewish
organizations, partners like IRTF
working in the field of human
rights with the goal to strengthen
education and democratic values.
The Covid-19 pandemic might
have halted our operations but
reinforced our determination to
honor remembrance and human
relationships. We wish everyone
strength and resilience!

help make this service possible and not see this as major
support or reparation, but as a request for forgiveness and
peace.
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VOLUNTEERS'
VOICES
A DREAM CAME
TRUE
by Paula Wötzel

Paula Wötzel in New York, 2018

"When I deal with the subject of the
Holocaust in terms of content, I now no
longer just have the facts from history
lessons in my head, but people and their
stories. That was an unbelievable
experience for me"

Almost two years ago, I was a
volunteer at the Marlene Meyerson
JCC Manhattan (JCC). During my
time at the JCC, I was able to gain a lot
of experience and I really enjoyed
every day working there. Specifically,
I enjoyed the great community of
people and I really felt like I became a
part of this community.
The JCC is a place that gathers so
many generations and different
people under one roof. Everyone can
find an activity or a community that
they fit in. That makes the JCC so
special and welcoming. Furthermore,
I was so happy to meet impressive
and inspiring people who shared their
experience and personal stories with
me.
One of these amazing persons was
Sami Steigmann, a Holocaust survivor
with whom we formed close bonds.
Sami and other people who were
personally affected by the Holocaust
make history tangible for me. When I
deal with the subject of the Holocaust
in terms of content, I now no longer
just have the facts from history
lessons in my head, but people and
their stories. That was an unbelievable
experience for me.
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A CELEBRATION OF PEACE SERVICE
"Perspectives" is a virtual celebration of Action Reconciliation Service for
Peace (ARSP) from the vantage points of university and project partners, host
families, alumni, friends of ARSP and YOU! Join us as we welcome ARSP's
newest American volunteers on their way to service programs in Germany.
To receive the Zoom link please register here.

Sometimes it is hard, but I really try
to stay in contact with the people at
the JCC. I had a couple of facetime
calls with clients and colleagues, but
we mostly just text. But I am always
very happy to get a message back or a
call, just so I know how everyone is
doing and what is going on with the
JCC. My plan was to come back to NY
and the JCC last summer but that got
cancelled due to Covid. That is why I
am really hoping to visit everyone as
soon as possible.
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LEARNING FROM HISTORY ... TAKING A STAND TODAY ... BUILDING A POSITIVE FUTURE!
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